
For those with delirium only

The proportion of recorded delirium 
has significantly increased over the 
past 4 financial years

Average length of stay - elective

For copies of the full EMAHSN Health Analytics and Informatics data pack on delirium
please contact the EM PSC team: Emma Coates: emma.coates@nottingham.ac.uk

www.emahsn.org.uk/PatientSafety

0.5% to 1.8%

*Cognitive impairment includes delirium, dementia and confusion

East Midlands acute providers’ data 
2011-12 to 2014-15, coded for patients 

aged over 70 years old
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People with delirium in the 
general hospital are 6 times 
more likely to be readmitted
in 30 days
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Dementia
   increases the
           risk of
            delirium
              5 fold

27% of acute admissions for 
patients aged over 70 years old

The prevalence 
of delirium in 
the care home 
setting is 
around 10%

Those patients with 
delirium are 4 times 
more likely to die
in hospital

Those patients with delirium are 4 times more 
likely to be transferred to another healthcare 
facility (not including care homes)

During the 2 years 
following diagnosis...
Delirium in
older people
increases
risk of
death
2-3 fold

Delirium in older 
people increases the 
incidence of
care home
admissions
2-3 fold 

Delirium in 
older people
          increases
           risk of
            dementia
              10-12
                fold

Delirium is preventable in 30% of cases

Local data from the East Midlands suggests...

For copies of the full EMAHSN Health Analytics and Informatics data pack on delirium
please contact the EM PSC team: Emma Coates: emma.coates@nottingham.ac.uk

www.emahsn.org.uk/PatientSafety

We know that only
1 in 8 patients with

delirium admitted to
hospital is coded correctly

1 in 6 people will 
have delirium
(over 85 years old)

People with dementia 
are more likely to 
develop delirium during 
their hospital stay

1 in 5 people will
have delirium
(over 90 years old)

2 in 5 people will
have delirium
(over 95 years old)
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