
13/04/2015

Lay assessing in research: sharing the
lessons for lay assessing across healthcare

Claire Ward, Patient and Public Leader

Dr Adele Horobin, Nottingham Hearing Biomedical Research Unit



Overview

• Patient and Public Involvement in research

• What is lay assessing in research?

• Purpose of today’s workshop

• Lay assessor training

• Today’s workshop
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What is lay assessing in
research?

• Lay assessors bring their personal experience
and a patient/public view to research
projects. They will read and comment upon a
project and can improve grant applications,
study plans and patient information.

• Lay assessors may also be known as ‘lay
reviewers’ and are there to act as a ‘critical
friend’.
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research?
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• Grant application

• Patient information
• Study design

Lay
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• Independent view on
data interpretation

• Study updates for
participants

• Articles for public
and clinical
audiences

Where does it fit in the research cycle?



Purpose of today’s workshop

• We have developed a regional training
programme for lay assessors in research.

• Our key question is: Can we identify a ‘core
curriculum’ of training that is relevant to all lay
assessors across the fields of research, service
improvement and workforce development.

• For this, we would like to explore what you see
as your learning and development needs for
your field of PPI.
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Lay assessor training

Three elements to the development & launch:

Building a shared
understanding of

lay assessing

Developing the
learning and

support
programme

Involving many
research

organisations in a
regional partnership

Assembly of a working
group (10-15 people,
with majority
representation from the
public) to develop the
programme content.
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Lay assessor training

Training content

• Research methods
and EthicsModule 1

• Lay assessing pre-
fundingModule 2

• Lay assessing
post-fundingModule 3

• Each module 3 hours
long, including breaks

• Delivered by me.
Another member of
the working group
also contributed

• Emphasis was placed
on group discussions
and ‘learning by
doing’



Lay assessor training

Training was delivered in Nottingham (September
2014) and Leicester (January 2015) to 30 people.



Today’s workshop

We’d like you to discuss the following questions within your
groups. You have around 10-15min for each question.

1. What does ‘lay assessing’ mean to you, in your field of
patient and public involvement?

2. What do you think are the elements of lay assessing
that are common to all fields of healthcare?

3. What are your key learning and development needs
for the lay assessing that you do?

Would one person on each table act as a scribe?


